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Total Subscribers 223 

Florida NMRA Members 519  
 

SSR on the Web 
 

Looking for the latest Region activities? Check us out on 
website at http://www.nmrasunshineregion.org. You can 
also get there via links from the NMRA website at 
www.nmra.org. Thanks to Glenn Kopriva, our Webmas-
ter, for keeping the site up to date.  

Sunshine Region Officials 
 

President-Gene Jameson  
2557 Boyd Ave  

Melbourne, FL 32935  
(321)432-5483  

wejameson2000@yahoo.com   
 

Vice PresidentïAndy Zimmerman  
4523 Bradfordville Rd  
Tallahassee, FL 32309  
(850)524-4399  

ajzimmerman@comcast.com  
 

Secretary-Ericson Menger  
4145 Chablis St  SW 

Vero Beach, FL  32968-3153 
(772)532-6132  

emenger77@gmail.com 
 

TreasurerïGlenn Kopriva  
4621 Bexley Village Drive  
Land O Lakes Fla 34638  

813 482-4274 
glennkoriva@yahoo.com  

 

Past PresidentïJeff 'Ski' Guzowski  
4658 N Candlewood Drive 
Beverly Hills, FL 34465 
(954)401-0804 

jguzowski@bellsouth.net  
 

Board Members at Large 
 

Paul Beckstrom 
19615 Weathervane Way 
Loxahatchee, FL  33470-2151 

(916)684-4196 
pablobecks@comcast.net 

 

Jeff 'Ski' Guzowski  
4658 N Candlewood Drive 
Beverly Hills, FL 34465 
(954)401-0804 

jguzowski@bellsouth.net  

 
Jim Robertson 
1199 N Lombardo Ave 
Lecanto, FL 34461 
(352)746-4039 

jnr@tampabay.rr.com 
 

Ken Hoot 
1621 5th Ave. 

 Jacksonville, FL  32250  
904-874-0008  

hootk@bellsouth.net 

 

Superintendents 
 

Northern Divisionï 
Robert óBobô Feuerstein  

2616 Stonegate Drive 
Tallahassee, FL 32308 
(850)901-5436 

photobob321@gmail.com 
 

 
 

Eastern Division-Benita Jameson 
2557 Boyd Ave  

Melbourne, FL 32935  
(321)432-5483  

bnferrco1@gmail.com  
 

Southern DivisionïRobert Leonard 
633 NE 9th Ave Apt 4 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33304 

(954)801-1961 
leonardstrait@gmail.com 

 

Western Divisionï  
Donald óDonô Wetmore  
13738 Hidden Valley Ct 
Hudson, FL 34667 
(402)740-9642 

stjoeterminal@mail.com 
 

Appointed Committee Chairs 
 

Achievement Program-Ken Hoot  
1621 5th Ave. 

 Jacksonville FL  32250  
904-874-0008  

hootk@bellsouth.net 
 

Membership Chairï 
Jim Robertson  
1199 N Lombardo Ave 
Lecanto, FL 34461 
(352)746-4039 

jnr@tampabay.rr.com 
 

Photo ContestïRobert (Bob) Feuerstein  
2616 Stonegate Drive  
Tallahassee, FL 32308 
850 901-5436 

photobob321@gmail.com  
 

Celebration of Models -  
Benita Jameson 
2557 Boyd Avenue 
Melbourne, FL 32935 
321-432-5420  

bnferrco1@gmail.com  
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To have news from your club appear in the Journal Box 
Send an article and photos to  
Robert Leonard, Editor 
leonardstrait@gmail.com 

Journal Box Submission Deadlines 
 

   Spring Issue  February 15 
   Summer Issue May 15 
   Fall Issue  August 15 
   Winter Issue  November 15 
 
The Journal Box will be in the mail 2-3 weeks after these 
dates. Please do not include events with dates close to mail-
ing dates as information will not reach readers in time. 

The Journal Box wants to share your thoughts and articles. 
It takes a lot of contributors to fill these pages, and with the 
new electronic version, we are looking forward to even 

longer editions. 
 

Robert Leonard will need your input to fill next yearôs pub-
lication. Please post him anything, from layout reviews to 

product reviews to events. Support him! 
 

Donôt delay! The next deadline is February 15th! 
 

mailto:pablobecks@comcast.net
mailto:jnr@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:jnr@tampabay.rr.com
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 Big news this issueðand going 
forward. Some of it you might like and 
some you might not. But thatôs the 
worldðit changes. 
 First off, I will be stepping down 
as editor of the Journal Box. After sixteen 
issues (four years) of producing content 
and correcting all your spelling errors, itôs 
time to put a new captain at the helm and 
see where this ship might go. Frankly, four 
years is foreverðitôs how long World War 
One lasted. It was also roughly that transi-
tion era we all love, steam to diesel. And 
trust me, as I get older, time passes at 
breakneck speed! 
 Your new editor will be Robert 
Leonard (who is also the Southern Divi-
sion Superintendent). Of course, he will 
have his hands full coming up to speed on 
Publisher (or whatever editing tool he ends 
up using). And while heôs learning all this, 
heôll need support for contentðhe canôt 
beat the bushes for articles while prepping 
the issue. Please support him, the region 
and the NMRA by continuing the efforts 
behind the Journal Box. 
 The other change is coming at the 
decision of the board. After carefully con-
sidering the subscription income vs. the 
potential for new advertisement revenue 
(and a more flexible format), the Journal 
Box will be going digital. I know this is 
going upset some people (I was collecting 
the issues on my shelves as well). Iôve 
asked the board to provide information 
about what we can expect and look for-
ward to in February. Right now, Iôm sure 
we all feel like firemen in the roundhouse, 
looking at those newfangled F-units and 
realizing that change is upon us. 
 Anyway, thatôs all the official 
information I have on the changes taking 
place. Personally, Iôve been trying to get as 
much scenery done on my own Tuscarora 
Branch Line to feature it in this issueôs 
Rolling Hot. Looks like that time is now. 
Other than that, Iôve had a great time play-
ing the part of an ink-stained editor for this 
publication. Iôd like to thank the people 
who made this possible, from Ken Farn-
ham for ñvolunteeringò me for this posi-
tion to the top contributors to our pages: 
Michael Collins and Al Sohl, who filled 
many of our pages and issues with their 
fine modeling and excellent how-toôs. Of 
course, all others who contributed also 

have my thanks. 
 And of course, special thanks to 
all those who opened their layouts for our 
visual tours (via Rolling Hot). In order, it 
was Ken Farnham (Florida East Coast), 
Michael Collins (Lehigh Valley Railroad), 
Tom Wilson (Pittsburgh and West Virgin-
ia), Greg and Gail Komar (West Virginia 
Northern), Orlando N-Trak Club (Lehigh, 
Monongahela and Ohio), Al Sohl (Western 
Bay Railroad), Mark Svendsen (Chicago 
and Alton) and the Treasure Coast Model 
Railroad Club. Honestly, seeing the stories 
the layout hosts would come up with for 
our little hopper carôs journey was the fa-
vorite part of every issue for me. Iôm hop-
ing the new editors of this publication find 
some way to continue this ongoing feature. 
 Anyway, thatôs all Iôve got. Iôm 
lighting the marker lights and waving the 
lantern forward to roll out of town. Itôs 
been a great experience. And keep support-
ing the NMRA! 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 

Journal Box 

Editor  

Robert Raymond 

Cover Photo: A random photo by 
Zach Bischoff captured a Pennsylva-
nia scene in 1962. The happy coinci-
dence was that it was shot in the Or-
lando N-Trak clubhouse and the ex-
tensive layout (with the skyboard 
and the half-completed steel mill) 
made a nice backdrop. The fore-
ground is my own Tuscarora Branch 
Line, a microlayout you might have 
seen at conventions over the last year 
or so. This layout is featured in this 
issueôs Rolling Hot, detailing a typi-
cal operations session on the railroad 
(which can host four to five opera-
tors for a four hour session). More 
on that on page 13! 
 
Yes, for my last issue, Iôm giving 
myself the front cover. 
 
Note: The foreground might look 
blurry, but itôs only because you 
need progressive lenses. *smiles* 

(Above) With the completion of scenery along his 2nd Division, Su-
perintendent Al Sohl ordered an MOW train up the hill to test clear-
ances. Richard Webster ran the train out of Alamosa, picking up a 
front-end helper above Ute Junction to make the stiff 4% grade. Op-
erating in a prototypical fashion of the real D&RG, clearances in the 
new cuts were tested by running an engine through them and seeing 
if anything hit. Al has enough faith in his clubôs work that he was 
piloting the helper, ground zero for any boiler explosions. (Photo 
Credit: Chip Pecere) 
 
A loose club has formed around Al Sohlôs Western Bay Railroad. Iôll 
admit to making the two-hour drive down to Port St. Lucie to act as a  
station operator for his sessions. Beautiful work. Infrequent sessions. 
Letôs step up on that, Al! 
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ñThe only way to read the Journal Boxò 
 
From an anonymous subscriber whose identity might be detected by 
sharp-eyed readers. 

Examples of what is possible via filament versus resin 
3D printing. For more on this, check out the article by 
Glenn Kopriva on page 16! 



 

The Journal Box Winter 2023 Page 5 



 

Page 6 Winter 2023 The Journal Box 

 
 

Judged or Be One  
 
Here comes the Judge ! 
 
 For those interested in getting 
your model judged or becoming a judge, 
here is some helpful advice. 
 

Introduction 
 Evaluating a model is a personal 
decision based on the values listed with 
each of the five sections listed on Form 
902. For a detailed explanation, see the 
nmra.org website, select Achievement 
Program, the different modeling catego-
ries, and the Judging Guidelines. 
 To get judged, in addition to a 
personôs skills and experience in model 
building learned through trial and error, 
you need the ódriveô to compete. The pur-
suit is to create a miniature scale model 
compared to some sort of prototype. 
 

Support 
Here are a few sites to understand the con-
cept é 
 On the nmra.org website, search 
box, type in Judging. View é Contest 
Judging by MMR Marty Vaughn where 
he provides a good explanation in a fifty-
eight minute video. 
 Back to the home page, in the 
upper right corner, select the box with an 
arrow (YouTube), seek ... Judgeôs Tips 
for Better Modeling. Also, my video, 
Michael Collins model railroad Part 8 
(in 4 sections) regarding winning awards.  
I have been successful by adding extra 
items and/or something different to a mod-
el, super-detailing and weathering. Exam-
ples: SSR Presidentsô Award 2021 
(Houseboat), Best of Show 2021 
(Hardware Store) and 2022 (Abandoned 
Control Tower). 
 And attend a clinic by Benita 
Jameson, óCelebration of Models/Judging,ô 
when it is offered.  Benita is the SSR 
Chairperson of the Model Contest. 
If you have old Journal Boxes, Spring, 
Summer and Fall 2015, The Contest Cor-
ner by Carl Smeigh (now MMR), a former 
SSR Model Contest Chairman and NMRA 
National Contest staff member, does an 
excellent job describing elements of judg-

ing. 
 Also, take note of 
contest winning models, learn 
what they did to increase their 
scores. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Overview  
 Explaining a model in print takes 
time, effort, and extra attachments. It is 
critical that the explanation is understand- 
able to the judges. Extra support infor-
mation, graphics and prototype pictures are 
very helpful. More is better than less. In 
the DETAIL category, adding extra fea-
tures (super-detailing) to reinforce the 
modelsô character, such as vines, gutters, 
down-spouts, doorknobs, cracked window, 
etc. 

  
 
 
 
 

 
Weathering in some degree highlights the 
model; and reflects the real world. If the 
model is not scratch built, do some hand-
made additions to gather points in this sec-
tion, such as an interior, signs, roof detail, 
a renovation, etc. 
 And adding something creative, 
complex, or different (such as an aban-
doned structure, a crashed section or burnt 
area, a unique locomotive or rolling stock) 
will increase your score. 
 

 

Contributor  
Michael Collins, 
MMR 157 
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Numbers 
 There are charts, a matrix, for 
each category. Your target is to strive for 
the merit quality range (lower right cor-
ner). Does the appearance capture the es-
sence of the prototype? 
 Before having a judge evaluate 
your model, take pictures, then enlarge 
them on your computer (if you can or have 
someone do it for you). Check for spots 
that need correction or improvement. An-
other method is to use a flashlight and 
magnifying glass. FYI, judges use flash-
lights. 
 Fortunately, there are at least two 
judges per category. Therefore, a compro-
mise is reached that is fair and reasonable. 
The judgesô notes are usually supportive, 
positive and negative factors, hopefully 
educational. 
 

The SSR AP Chairmansô views 
by Ken Hoot (the chief) 
 ñThe Achievement Program is an 
exceptionally good benefit in that the more 
you do and the deeper you get into it, it 
makes you a better modeler by paying at-
tention to standards and detail; also meet-
ing more people, some becoming friends.   
 ñJudging is done on a matrix sys-
tem.  That means you are judged on the 
features of that specific model. There are 
two kinds of judging, merit and contest. In 
merit judging you have two or three judges 
evaluating the five different sections on the 
903 Form. In contest judging, there are two 
or three different judges evaluating each 
section. Then, at the end, a head judge will 
add up the final score 
 ñAll judges should leave positive 
feedback on the backside of Form 902/903, 
so the modeler knows what was good 
about the model and, also, what needs to 
be done to the model to bring up the score 
next time. 
 ñBeing a judge has taught me a 
lot about what to do and not do on a model 
to improve my score.ò 
 

Commentary by the new SSR 
Southern Division AP Chair, 
managed by Robert Leonard (a 
man of many titles). 
 ñI see the AP Program as a per-
sonal test for an individual; and I believe 
everyone needs a test in their life. Testing 
and improving your skills can only make 
you a better modeler. The categories of 
Motive Power, Cars, Structures, Scenery, 
Civil Engineering, Electrical and Prototype 
Modeler test your psychomotor skills.  
Author, Volunteer, Official, and Dispatch-
er categories test your communication and 
organizational skills, especially communi-

cations (and dealing with people, mc). 
 ñAs it was said in school, all the 
basic courses will make you a ówell-
rounded individualô. All the modeling cat-
egories will make you a ówell-rounded 
modelerô! One who then can pass on the 
knowledge to others.  Gaining a higher 
skill level and mentoring others is an 
achievement.ò 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summary 
 The judging process tries to pro-
vide positive criticism and encouragement 
for improving your skills for future evalua-
tions.  
 
 

Being judged and being a judge is serious business 
(some of us have been on both sides), however, the re-
sults make for better modeling, which is the goal of the 

Achievement Program. 

NOTE: Watch for revised procedures and assignments  regarding Judges and 
Judging. 
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The Citrus Model Railroad 
Club (shown to the left) is locat-
ed at: 
 
3600 South Florida Avenue, 
Inverness, FL 34450 
 

You can find out more about the 
club and their open-hours at: 
 
http://
www.citrusmodelrrclub.org/ 
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The Western Bayôs O scale 
Denver 3D backdrop in HO 
Scale  
 
 A narrow-gauge railroad is usu-
ally land locked in ways that it can ship 
and receive goods and materials along 
itôs right of way but must somehow trans-
fer the same to a standard gauge railroad 
or railroads to allow goods and people to 

get to or come from the other parts of the 
country. Our narrow-gauge O scale rail-
road, the Western Bay, is no exception.   
 I designed one (of four) of our 
yards to be dual gauge. I called it Denver 
as we operate in both Colorado and New 
Mexico, modeled after the Denver & Rio 
Grande RR and the Rio Grande Southern 
RR, Era, 1939, June 12th, 1939! 
 The yard has the narrow-gauge 
trains only operational as the standard 
gauge rolling stock and locomotives are 
just there as part of the scenery. We usu-
ally have two crew members working this 
yard during our op sessions. The yard 
master usually is stationed in the main 
aisle and his hostler is on the other side of 
this peninsula-built yard, in the aisle 
nearest one of the main layout walls. 

 The back wall behind him need-
ed a backdrop as the rest of the layout 
has.  However, this was not to be of more 
mountains but a 3D scene of part of the 
city of Denver.  Denver the way it might 
have appeared in 1939. That being, all 
vehicles and signage to carry that time 
stamp as well as lots of pollution generat-
ed by the homes and industries, burning 
lots of COAL, producing lots of smog!   
I wanted it to be viewed as a city from 
the main aisle with a feeling of greater 
distance than it is, so I built it in HO 

scale. 

(See Above) 

Contributor  
Al Sohl 
MMR 305 

 I built each building from spare wall fronts and sides from various kit Mfg.
ðone building at a time. Each one is built on my work bench with all the partitions 

and (LED) lighting in (a few) rooms so as to not have the whole building lit like what 
we all might have done in our younger days; usually being done by lighting a build-

ing with the good óole single (large?) light bulb. All but two of the fourteen óDenver 
back dropô buildings were built from the spare bits and parts except for two. Those 

two were built as the Mfg. designed and sold them to be built. (Right) 


