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Editor’s Message 
 

July greetings to everyone! 

We recently got a new Sunshine Region logo and now you may have also noticed the 

new Iron Horse 2025 Convention logo on the front page. We are definitely getting better 

looking! 

Here’s where I plug our upcoming Sunshine Region 2025 Convention… now is the time that you 

should be making both your convention and hotel reservations. I made mine a day or so after the 

website went live so I could get the Hilton VIP Suite. Well… not really, I guess. Just a regular room for 

regular me. You can click on the Iron Horse banner on the 1st page and it will transport you to your 

happy place. 

I hope everyone has an enjoyable and safe 4th of July holiday. Take care. 

Mark Lewalski 

Telegraph Key Editor 
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President’s Message 

  
From the President’s Desk 

Sunshine Region NMRA (SSR) 

To my fellow NMRA members, Modelers, and friends 

As we steam into the second half of 2025, I’m thrilled to share that excitement is 

building fast for our signature event of the year—the Iron Horse Convention, happening October 

9–11, 2025 at the Ocala Hilton in beautiful Central Florida! 

       DESTINATION: Ocala Hilton 

    3600 SW 36th Ave, Ocala, FL 

             October 9th–11th, 2025 

Our nearly 500 STRONG Sunshine Region members have been CRUSHING IT this year—

delivering on mentorship, fellowship, and community like never before. The SSR Board has been 

stepping up in a big way, and now it’s your turn—by getting registered for what promises to be the 

BIGGEST and BEST Iron Horse Convention yet! 

We’re calling on Florida NMRA members—including our friends from the SER portions of the 

state—to jump in and join us for this unforgettable event. 

This is shaping up to be a "can't miss" weekend of: 

    Top-notch clinics and operating sessions (yes, in glorious air conditioning!) 

    Stunning layouts and contests. 

    And, of course, that legendary SSR camaraderie—warmer than our beaches and stronger than a 

tourist’s GPS signal! 

Trade in your flip-flops for engineer boots and your beach chair for the conductor’s seat—this is 

YOUR moment to shine brighter than a Florida sunrise!    Let’s bring the lone modeler home and 

make this convention a celebration of connection, creativity, and community. 

We want to see 100+ modelers registered for the convention and banquet, and we need YOU to 

help make it happen. Don’t let this train leave the station without you!           

     Register now: https://www.nmrasunshineregion.org/2025-annual-convention 

As someone who once rode solo in the hobby, I know how impactful it is to find a place where you 

belong. That’s why we've rebranded the SSR, backed by new patches, stickers, and shirts—all 

designed to leave the old way behind and to foster pride, identity, and a deeper sense of 

belonging in the Sunshine Region. 

I also want to take a moment to thank and praise our outstanding Division Superintendents. Your 

dedication is increasing attendance, strengthening local connections, and lifting our entire Region. 

You are the heartbeat of the SSR—thank you for all you do! 

https://www.nmrasunshineregion.org/2025-annual-convention
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We are still looking for an Eastern Division Superintendent to round out our leadership team. If 

you're ready to give back, support your fellow modelers, and help shape the future of our community, 

now is the time to jump aboard. 

Let’s keep this momentum rolling. Be a part of the excitement. Be a part of the movement. Join 

your fellow model railroaders at the Iron Horse Convention. 

See you in Ocala! 

Warm regards and clear skies, 

Andy Zimmerman 

President 
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In Remembrance of David Sellers 
March 1939 – June 17, 2025 

 

One of the more solemn duties of serving as President is to share the passing of 

members who have touched our community deeply. It is with a heavy heart that I 

inform you that David Sellers has boarded the train bound for the Pearly Gates. 

Born in March of 1939, Dave passed away on June 17, 2025, at 86 years old, 

leaving behind a legacy of craftsmanship, mentorship, and fellowship that will long be 

remembered by those privileged to know him. 

Dave was a resident of Palm Harbor, FL. In the SSR’s Western Division and an 

NMRA member through 2015. He received his Golden Spike in 1997, then his first 

NMRA AP certificate in 1998 for Master Builder Structures, then again in 2007 for 

Model Railroad engineer-Electrical, and, of course, his Association Volunteer in 

2010. Along with these APs, Dave earned 11 Merit Awards. Dave left an indelible mark on our hobby and 

community through his artistry and generosity. His freelanced HO scale Dayton & Southern Railroad, inspired 

by a Baltimore & Ohio branch line, set in the 1950s, was a masterclass in creativity and realism. His layout was 

featured online by Model Railroaders “Trains.com” in October 2016 (see link below), and the layout went on to 

earn further recognition in the Model Railroader Annual “Great Model Railroads 2017”. Dave gained additional 

recognition for his work when his layout was one of the premier layouts on the 2017 NMRA National 

convention layout tour. It was, by all accounts, a layout to behold—a reflection of a mind that could turn 

imagination into immersive, tangible worlds. 

 

A short video of his Dayton & Southern can be viewed here: 

Model Railroader Layout Tour Dave Sellers' Dayton & Southern Video Preview  

And Model Railroader's Track plan of his layout can be seen here: Dave Sellers' Dayton & Southern Railroad 

 

Dave’s artistry extended well beyond the layout. His hand-crafted dioramas now reside at the Gulf Coast and 

Central Florida Railroad Museum at Bushnell Station, preserved not only as examples of fine modeling but also 

as tools to inspire future generations. Dave was honored to have his work included in the museum’s 

permanent displays at the Bushnell Station Museum http://www.bushnellstation.com/ 

A good friend to many, including Jim Kellow, MMR, Dave was more than a modeler—he was a teacher and a 

mentor. Jim recalls how Dave led "Build and Take" structure clinics at their quarterly meetings, each one a sell-

out. His knowledge was matched only by his willingness to share it. He taught with humility, encouraged with 

sincerity, and inspired through example. 

  

O 

https://youtu.be/WIwOMCEZE38?si=WdWPz7r-T6-dJ4Nq
https://www.trains.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/HOscaleDaytonSouthern.pdf
http://www.bushnellstation.com/
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Dave Sellers was the embodiment of what we hope every NMRA member aspires to be: a mentor, a friend, a 

creator, and a giver. He engaged fully in the fellowship and community of model railroading, offering his time 

and talents so that others might grow in theirs. 

Though the whistle has blown and his final train has departed, Dave’s spirit lives on in every modeler he 

inspired, every diorama preserved in Bushnell, and every miniature world shaped by hands he helped guide. 

Farewell, Dave. You have left us better than you found us. 

— With gratitude and remembrance, 

Andy Zimmerman 

President 
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Treasurer’s Message 

  
Hello Everyone, 

I hope everyone is enjoying the heat or not! A shady tree and the appropriate beverage 

are certainly warranted! 

I want to share a few things with everyone: 1) Website changes, 2) Shirts at Jelsma, 3) 

Convention update. 

Website changes - Let me start out with an apology. I did not test the changes I made last month 

well enough. There was a couple of issues with folks placing orders using the “add to cart” button on 

the All Product Display page causing the page to freeze. In order to rectify the issue, I removed the 

“Add to cart” button and allow you to click into each item and modify quantity and info (where 

applicable) and now no issues. Once you have added all the items you need (registration, banquet, 

clinics, patches) then click on the shopping cart at the top of the screen to check out. Please try to 

order all items on one order as this reduces the credit card fee we have to pay.    

Region Clothing - We have partnered with Jelsma Graphics to handle our T shirts, polos, hats etc. 

Denny Jelsma, the owner of Jelsma Graphics, has been a long-time vendor of railroad related 

clothing and an advertiser with our region. He is providing special pricing for us as well as the ability 

to have each item embroidered. To view and/or order your merchandise click the below link. If you 

know what you want you can also call to order. Call 904-716-0436 to order.   

JELSMA GRAPHICS 

Clicking the above link will take you to the below image: 

 

https://jelsma.com/
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Clicking the above link will take you to the home page where you should: 

click on the “BROWSE LOGOS” button,  

then click on the letter “N”,  

then click on “NMRA SUNSHINE REGION”  

then click “ADD TO FAVORITES”.  (our logo is #L1600) 

Whew, after those 4 steps our logo will know be set to be added to any piece of clothing.  At this point 

you can view all the different items he has available and just follow the instructions on the website. If 

you are unsure about anything please call the store at the phone number listed above. I hope to see 

everyone in a region shirt at the convention!         

Speaking of the convention, we are way ahead of last year’s registrations. I strongly suggest you 

register and lock in your items, especially the clinics as these very well may sell out. Don’t forget 

about the hotel reservation either. Do it now while you are thinking about it and please share the 

convention information with your fellow club members.  This is a model railroad convention – let’s get 

everyone involved for the fun!! 

Glenn Kopriva 

Treasurer 
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Achievement Program 
 

We have one (1) Achievement Program Certificate this month and it is a big one. It is 

JOE BRANN from Ocala, Florida from the Eastern Division for MASTER MODEL 

RAILROADER. Joe has received seven (7) out of the eleven Achievement Programs 

Certificates and they are Model Railroad Author, Master Builder Cars, Model Railroad 

Engineer Civil, Chief Dispatcher, Model Railroad Engineer Electrical, Master Builder 

Scenery and Association Volunteer. Joe is now known as JOE BRANN, MASTER MODEL 

RAILROADER #79. Congratulations Joe for an OUTSTANDING JOB and you do deserve it because 

of the neat and beautiful work you have done to get it. 

I will be at the Big Bend Model Railroad Club show on Saturday the 28th of June in Tallahassee, 

Florida. I’ll be available in the morning to make any evaluations that are needed for any of the 

Achievement Programs. Just be sure to let me know ahead of time so as I will have the proper 

paperwork with me to do the evaluations. 

Our new shirts are now available from JELSMA GRAPHICS at (WWW.jelsma.com). Just tell him that 

you want the Sunshine Region shirt in the size and color you want and if you want your shirt to have a 

pocket or not. Our new logo really looks sharp. The cost for a shirt (Small thru Extra Large is $30.00) 

(2X is $31.00), (3X is $32.00), and (4X is $33.000 plus a small shipping charge. If you want your 

name and (or) a title engraved on the shirt the cost of that is $6.95 per shirt. I just received 3 shirts in 

3 different colors, and they really look good and are of good quality. 

That is all I have for this month.  

Thank you,  

Ken Hoot 

Achievement Program Chair 

 

  

http://www.jelsma.com/


P a g e  | 12 

 

The Telegraph Key  July 2025 

Northern Division 
 

As I write this, the Tallahassee Train Show is more than one week away. As always, I am 

sure it will be a great show. Thanks to all that help make it happen! 

The next Train Show will be in Deland Saturday July 12th at the Volusia County Fair 

Grounds. The First Coast Model Railroad Society will have their On30 layout set up. Lots 

of interesting scenes on the layout. There are many vendors with a wide verity of items for sale.  

We recently traveled to the Southeastern Railway Museum in Duluth Georgia. Excellent Museum, 

most equipment is in buildings or under cover. There is an assortment of Steam and diesel 

locomotives, passenger cars, freight cars and buses. All of them with their moments in our country’s 

history. 

Actively seeking places to have more Northern Division Workshops. I am finding nice places but the 

cost for a one-day rent is prohibitive. Please let me know if you know of anything that will meet our 

needs and be a reasonable cost. Thank You. 

Allen Scott 

Northern Division Superintendent 
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Eastern Division 
 

Eastern Division Superintendent Resignation & Path Forward 

(Iôm running this message from Andy again since it is still applicable ï Ed.) 

Last Month we regrettably needed to inform you that Jim Moore had stepped down as 

Superintendent of the Eastern Division, NMRA Sunshine Region. We sincerely thank him 

for his service and dedication during his tenure and appreciate his contributions to the division and 

the greater SSR community. Jim Stepped in for Benita Jameson who stepped up in at a critical time 

to keep the division moving forward. Unfortunately, life has a way of disrupting the best of plans and 

family and personal health need to come first. We appreciate their dedication and willingness to 

serve. 

With this transition, we encourage members of the Eastern Division to take this opportunity for 

introspection. Leadership is vital to the growth and success of our organization, and now is the time 

for those passionate about model railroading and the NMRA to step forward and help guide the 

division into the future. The continued success of the Sunshine Region depends on the engagement 

and support of its members, and we urge you to be part of that momentum. 

We will share updates on the next steps for Eastern Division leadership soon. In the meantime, we 

ask for your input, involvement, and commitment to ensuring the division remains strong and active. If 

you have thoughts or are interested in taking on a leadership role, please reach out. 

Thank you for being part of the NMRA Sunshine Region. Let’s work together to keep it growing and 

moving forward. 

Sincerely, 

Andy Zimmerman 

President 
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Western Division 
 

Hey Westerner’s 

You may have already read Dave Sellers’ remembrance. I have my own remembrance 

of Dave from when I first became involved with the Sunshine Region. 

Although I moved from Germany to the Tampa Bay area in October of 1999, I never 

became involved or attended any Region or Division events until 2013. So, on a whim, I decided to 

drive down to Bradenton for that annual convention. One of the things I signed up for was the layout 

tour. There were five layouts to visit with the first one being Dave’s Dayton & Southern. We all packed 

into a large van and headed up to Palm Harbor – actually just a few minutes north of where I live. 

When we arrived, there were already folks there for the event who welcomed us all. I was pretty 

impressed by what I saw. Dave had constructed his layout in multiple rooms, around corners, in the 

laundry room above the washer and dryer, and even in a closet that you could access via a 

duckunder. Click on that trackplan link in the remembrance to see what I’m talking about. Details, 

details, details! So many little scenes to discover on just about every inch of that layout. Honestly, it 

was amazing to see. 

After Dave’s place, we continued on to the other four layouts on the tour. I know they were all great 

(Jim Gore’s On30!) but the one layout that I can bring to mind so easily to this day is Dave’s. 

I didn’t know Dave really… just knew of him. I heard his health went downhill and he had just recently 

left his house for assisted living. He had good friends; I met one when I was asked to go by the house 

to retrieve modeling items that Dave wanted to donate for others to use. Dave passed a few days 

later. We lost a great modeler here in the Western Division folks. Let’s keep him and his modeling in 

mind. 

If you’d like to email me, please do so at vwtrainsailor@gmail.com 

Please work with me to do great things for all of us. 

Thanks, 

Mark Lewalski 

Western Division Superintendent 
  

mailto:vwtrainsailor@gmail.com
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Southern Division 
 

Hi, everyone. Summer is fully in session now, with all the kids finished with school and 

July 4th right around the corner. Of course, with that comes both the high humidity and 

hurricane season. I look for activities to do that keep me out of the weather, such as 

visiting a model railroad club or a railroad museum!  Examples are the South Florida 

Railway Museum in Deerfield Beach (home of the SFRM club) and the Gold Coast 

Railroad Museum (the new home of the ECHOES club) in Miami. 

In model railroad club news: 

The Florida Citrus Model Train Society (FCMTS) is opening up their summer display at the Plantation 

Historical Museum at 511 North Fig Tree Lane in Plantation, FL 33317 on July 2nd. The display will be 

open Wednesday through Saturday each week from 10 AM through 4 PM and admission is free. This 

display will remain open through September 27th, so you have plenty of time to get over there. 

Layouts in multiple scales will be on display. Please contact Ken Sargeant at (954) 253-0413 for any 

additional information.  Their web site is found at www.fcmts.org. 

The East Coast HO Exhibitors Society (ECHOES) club now officially resides in their new permanent 

home, the Gold Coast Railroad Museum located at 12450 SW 152nd Street, Maimi, FL 33177. The 

grand opening went well in June and they are settling in to hold both display sessions there as well as 

club operating sessions on Monday-Tuesday when the museum is not open to the public. Please note 

that when the Museum is open to the public, there is an admission charge of $12 for adults, with 

discounts for seniors and children. The actual schedule for those operating sessions has not yet been 

formalized, so it’s best to contact the club before driving there. The current layout in the Museum 

consists of about 70% of their total set of modules. Eventually, the club plans to build a permanent 

layout in the Museum, taking advantage of around-the-wall space efficiency. As I mentioned last 

month, the ECHOES club will be transporting their entire modular layout to Ocala in October for the 

annual Sunshine Region convention. This will include operating sessions using their JMRI-based 

switch-list program with two-man crews on each train and they plan to host a JMRI clinic at the 

convention. It’s definitely worth the trip to the convention, scheduled for Oct. 9-11, and the registration 

form is on the NMRA web site. For additional information on ECHOES, please contact Rick Diaz, 

rickdiaz@att.net or Tracey Sanders, tassailor@mac.com. 

The Palm Beach Model Railroaders (PMBRR) has no specific events planned for July, but the club 

meets weekly on Tuesday evenings 6-9 PM at the South Florida Fairgrounds, 9067 Southern Blvd, 

West Palm Beach, 33411. This large HO layout has been running and enhanced over the last 50 

years (not a typo), and it’s really something to see. If you wish to visit them during one of those 

Tuesday operating sessions, please call first to ask and get permission. They can be contacted at 

PBMRRclub@gmail.com for additional information. The club’s web site is www.pbmrr.org. 

The South Florida Railway Museum (SFRM) at the Deerfield Amtrak and Tri-Rail station on Hillsboro 

Road plans their next open house on July 12th with visitors welcomed from 11 AM through 4 PM. 

There are wooden trains set out on the outdoor deck to keep the small children happy, as the “look 

but don’t touch” rules do not apply to the extremely rugged wood trains and track. Sometime later this 

year, the N scale group plan to begin completely revamping the N scale layout, so now is time to see 

the current version before demolition begins. The layout will maintain its Florida locale, but the era will 

http://www.fcmts.org/
mailto:rickdiaz@att.net
mailto:tassailor@mac.com
mailto:PBMRRclub@gmail.com
http://www.pbmrr.org/
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be updated to more modern times and all turnouts will transition from manual to powered.  The club 

currently maintains a Facebook page in addition to the web site www.sfrm.org .  For additional 

information, contact Bob Leonard, leonardstrait@gmail.com. 

 

South Florida Railway Museum 
 
 

JOIN us for LAYOUT TOURS 
 

Tour Dates for 2025 
Go to our website for dates and times 

 
 
 

The Museum is Open on the 2nd Saturday of the month 

11:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
 

07 - 12, 08 - 09, 09 - 13, 10-11, 11-08, 12-13 
 

Follow us on our website www.sfrm.org and our 
Facebook page 

 
1300 W. Hillsboro Blvd. Deerfield Beach, FL 

(The south end of the AMTRAK station in Deerfield Beach) 

 

 

Home of the  

 
South Farmington Rail 

& Mule RR 
 

South Florida Regional 
& Metro 

 
 

 

   

The SFRM / NMRA has now completed the 3rd Annual Home Layouts Tour which I organized. We 

visited a number of layouts in HO scale, N scale, and even one in 2-rail O scale this year. We had a 

good turnout of visitors, which included members of the Sunshine Region board of directors. We plan 

to organize the 4th annual series of tours next year, and hope that more of you take the opportunity to 

come visit the layouts that our hosts have graciously opened for these once per year visits. As with 

this year, when that time comes around (it will be announced in this column), please contact me 

directly to get contact info and directions to the various layouts. My contact info is 

rwberger@comcast.net. 

That’s all for now. Enjoy your summer and have a great year for model railroading. 

Richard Berger 

Southern Division Superintendent 

http://www.sfrm.org/
mailto:leonardstrait@gmail.com
http://www.sfrm.org/
mailto:rwberger@comcast.net
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2025 Sunshine Region Iron Horse Convention 
 

The Sunshine Region has a great convention planned for 2025 for October, in our new 

location, in Ocala, so don’t miss out. The convention will be starting on Thursday, 

October 9th through Saturday, October 11th, ending with our Banquet on Saturday night.  

There will also be 2 Sunshine Region Board of Directors meetings on Sunday, October 

12th. The first meeting will be a “Meeting of the Membership” to all members who would 

like to attend, where you can make suggestions to the Board on any activities you would 

like to see in the future, or any concerns you would like to address with them. The second meeting 

will be a closed “Board of Directors Meeting”. 

Here is a sample of some of the Clinics that will be presented at the convention this year: 3 Hands-

On clinics: (1) Tree Making Clinic which includes a Take Home Tree Making Jig, 3 ½ hours, cost $20 

and limited to 18 attendees, (2) Weathering with the (Non) Masters, 3 ½ hours, cost $20, and 

limited to 20 attendees, (3) How to Do Operations on a Model Railroad, with half classroom time 

and half operating on the Echoes Layout, no cost, no limit on attendees.   

Hourly Clinics: (1) Latest Tech Trends using DCC (2) Ubiquitous F Units (3) Modeling Scrapyards (4) 

Painting Figures (5) 2 Modeling Water Clinics (6) Making Deciduous Trees with Roots (7) JMRI (8) 

Weed Control on Railroads (9) Celebration of Models Clinic for New Judges (10) The Lost Art of 

Decaling (11) Building My Layout (12) Laser Engraving for Rolling Stock (13) Layout Switching 

Techniques (14) Operations for OP Sessions (15) Creating a Small Switching Layout (16) Super 

Detailing Walthers Coke Facility (17) Early Orange Production (18) Modeling Bridges (19) Weathering 

Structures (20) Transcontinental Story, Trivia and Tidbits (21) Advanced Tools and Tips (22) Using 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) on Model Railroads (23) How to Turn a Prototype Location into a Workable 

Model Railroad. 

All Hourly Clinics are open seating, no registration needed, all you need to do is show up.   

Hourly Zoom Clinics are still pending. 

Full Clinic descriptions will be posted on the SSR Convention website. If you would like to present a 

clinic or two, or if you had a certain clinic you would like to see presented, please let me know (my 

contact info is below). 
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Please make your Hilton Hotel reservations as soon as possible, you can always cancel the hotel if 

necessary. The Hilton Room Block Discount, once full will be closed, the Ocala Hilton gets overflow 

from the University of Florida Gators Football games. Don’t wait until mid-August or September, since 

there may be a chance rooms might not be available at that time, and you will miss one of the Best 

SSR Conventions we have ever had. When you do make your reservations, the Hotel Room Discount 

Code will automatically register when using the Sunshine Region website. Also, if you call the Hotel 

direct and make a reservation, let the Hotel Operator know there is a Special Rate for the Sunshine 

Region Convention.   

Looking forward to seeing you all in October. 

Cell (954) 401-0804       Email:  jguzowski@bellsouth.net 

 Jeff Guzowski 

Sunshine Region At Large Director 

  

mailto:jguzowski@bellsouth.net
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¢ƘŜ ¢ŜƭŜƎǊŀǇƘ YŜȅ ƛǎ ŀƴ hŶŎƛŀƭ tǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ baw! {ǳƴǎƘƛƴŜ wŜƎƛƻƴΣ LƴŎΦ 

!ƭƭ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƴƻǘŜŘΣ ƛǎ /ƻǇȅǊƛƎƘǘ É нлно baw! {ǳƴǎƘƛƴŜ wŜƎƛƻƴΣ 

LƴŎΦ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ bh¢ ōŜ ǊŜǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊΦ  

¢ǊŀŘŜƳŀǊƪǎΣ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜƳŀǊƪǎΣ ŜǘŎΦΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǳǎŜŘΣ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴŜǊǎΦ  !ƭƭ wƛƎƘǘǎ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘΦ   
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